UNDER  THE  BOURBONS
bringing new strength to the already superior forces of
Napoleon. But the irresponsible outbursts still persisted.
1 shall, settle accounts \vith Bonaparte/ he told his
lieutenants, Ve are going to attack the wild beast/ This
was on Friday, March ioth, and next day he started for
Lons-le-Saulnier.
Every mile of that drive was pregnant with the turmoil
of his strange, heated spkit. At Poligny, where horses
were changed, he repeated his intention of caging
Napoleon, to which the local prefect remarked that it
might be better to bring him back dead in a tumbril.
eNo, no/ informed Key, 'you don't understand Paris.
The Parisians must see him.' And afterwards: It is a
good thing that the man of Elba has attempted this rash
enterprise, for it will be the last act of his tragedy, the
denouement of the Napoleon epic.' So, still protesting
too much, the Marshal arrived at Lons-le-Saulnier soon
after midnight.
He put up at the Hotel of the Golden Apple, where
a traveller, recently come from Lyons, told him of
Napoleon's entry and his greeting by the garrison and
the people. The traveller had one of his proclamations,
which he handed to Ney, who stuffed it into his pocket
without reading. Napoleon, he learnt, was giving it out
that Austria had promised to support him5 a suggestion
which Ney derided so heartily that the civilian took new
confidence. 'Ah/ he exclaimed, eyou have already been
the saviour of France in forcing Napoleon to abdicate.
You will save us a second time/
By reason of the superficial mood which had come
upon him, Monsieur le Marechal, in spite of his years of
battle and brave experience, was pleasantly flattered by
the words. The saviour of France! Moscow had not
earned him such a tribute. Next day, with the gusto of
a promoted bku, he repeated it to his staff. And then:
'You will save us a second time.5 Surely the greater days
were beginning!
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